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BE RICH TO OTHERS! (Week 1) 
Scripture used:  Luke 7:36-48 (NKJV) 
 
OVERVIEW 
  
Pastor Hurmon kicked off our annual Be Rich! Campaign this week with a message focused on love. We looked at 
two examples from Jesus’ ministry where He demonstrated the power of love, as expressed by forgiveness. The 
Pharisees at that time lived according to a strict code, and often looked down on other people. They did not 
understand why Jesus was so willing to spend time with outcasts and marginalized people. Jesus tried to explain 
that the most grateful people are the ones who are forgiven the most. Those forgiven sinners then turn to others 
and serve them. The crowd around Jesus witnessed this when a woman snuck up behind Jesus and began to 
quietly cry. She washed His feet with her tears, then covered them in oil. Jesus knew her, and that she had sinned 
in the past. But He pointed out that her gratitude led to this remarkable act of service. As Jesus followers, it’s now 
time for us to step up and love others!  
 
KEY POINTS 

1) God loves every single one of us. This is the incredible starting point of a life dedicated to following 
Jesus. God’s love is summed up perfectly in John 3:16 (NIV): “For God so loved the world that He sent 
his one and only Son, that whosoever believes in Him will not perish but shall have everlasting life.” 

a. God’s love is generous. God sent His son into this broken world, knowing that He would be 
betrayed and then killed in the most horrible way. 

b. God’s love is extravagant.  The son that we were sent is the only son.  
c. God’s love is unconditional.  This act of ultimate sacrifice does not require that we accept it. In 

fact, God sent us His son knowing that many of us would reject this incredible gift.  
2) The Pharisee represents self-sufficiency.  This is one of the most common reasons we do not receive 

the amazing gift of God’s love. We simply do not think we need it. The Pharisee is the sort of person who 
thinks “I don’t need anyone, including God!” This is how Paul describes himself before his conversion in 
Philippians 3:6 (NIV). He obeyed all the rules, and therefore thought he was sinless. These kind of people 
think they are the source of their own salvation, which closes the door to God’s love and forgiveness.  

3) The woman represents forgiven sin. On the other hand is the person who has already experienced 
redemption. This woman lived on the margins of society. In Jesus, she came to know a God who loved 
her despite all her failings, and her tears came naturally as gratitude washed over her. These were the 
tears she used to clean Jesus’ feet before anointing them with fragrant oil.  

4) Being forgiven, we want to express that forgiveness to the world.  If we truly understand what Jesus 
has done for us, we will be willing to love our neighbors and even our enemies. Pastor Hurmon shared the 
example of Botham Jean’s brother Brandt, who hugged Amber Guyger in court during her trial. His faith 
allowed him to somehow see beyond his own pain and tragedy, and to seek forgiveness for the woman 
who had killed his brother. This was the source of some controversy in today’s world, but what is 
indisputable is that we have received this kind of extreme grace and forgiveness from God through Jesus. 

 
 DISCUSSION  

1) HEAR  -  Two characters in this week’s scripture interact with Jesus: the Pharisee and the woman. Are 
you more like the Pharisee, who doesn’t think he needs God’s forgiveness? Or are you more like the 
woman, who weeps as she thinks about how she doesn’t deserve God’s forgiveness?  

2) UNDERSTAND  -  How do you feel gratitude toward God for His generous, extravagant, unconditional 
love? How does this gratitude motivate you to love others? Do you share your story of faith? Do you serve 
others? Do you donate money?  

3) DO  -  We have two specific tasks to do as part of the Be Rich! Campaign. The first one is to give $39.95 
per adult (or more!) between now and November 3rd. The second one is sign up to volunteer from 8 AM 
to 12 PM or 11 AM to 3 PM at either Santee or Garfield elementary schools on Sunday December 8th. 
This year we will collectively love at least 1,350 people by raising $70,000 and serving 2,400 volunteer 
hours!  
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