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CHARACTER MATTERS 
Scripture used:  Proverbs 31:1 (NLT) 
 
OVERVIEW 
  
In this third sermon of a seven-part series on Life and Values, Pastor Hurmon started with a special blessing for 
all women, including the amazing mothers and mother figures who display steadfast love, inspiring resilience, and 
an impactful presence in the lives of so many. In our world today, we are obsessed with reputation. We actually 
should focus on our character, and then our reputation will take care of itself. Character is who we are in the dark. 
Mark 7:21-26 reminds us that when our character is flawed, it will naturally flow out into our lives. Thus our focus 
is to align with God’s work to grow and change our character. God loves us just as we are, but He loves us too 
much to leave us the way we are. God wants to transform us. 2 Corinthians 5:17 talks about the old life being 
gone, and the new life having come. The verb tense in Greek emphasize that the “old life” has gone and is going, 
and the new life has come and is coming - transformation is a process that God works in our lives! 
 
KEY POINTS 

1) Proverbs 31:30 teaches us if we want to be people of character, we should recognize that this flows out of 
our faith and reverence for God. This is a lasting foundation for life. Unlike charm, which is deceptive, or 
beauty/attractiveness, which has an expiration date, our character will be a lasting blessing and reflects 
the permanent work of God in our lives. 

2) Proverbs 31 is a radical affirmation of all the ways women make an impact on the world and express the 
character of God: 

a. Character can be expressed in a domestic context (Proverbs 31:15-19 and 21-22) in the care for 
family and the raising of the next generation. For women or men who make the choice to invest in 
their families by primarily staying at home, this is a choice that should be celebrated and not at all 
embarrassed about. 

b. Proverbs 31:16-18 demonstrates that the Bible also affirms and celebrates the contributions of 
women in the business sector. We celebrate the gifts and opportunities that God has given to 
women to shape our world and make a difference in the lives of others. 

c. Proverbs 31:20 reminds us that a full and worthy life that reflects the character of God is 
incomplete without generosity and compassion, especially for those overlooked by the world. 

3) There is imbalance and tension in life, and the danger is setting the standard at perfection, and constantly 
feeling guilty for not reaching it, or constantly comparing ourselves to others. The correct standard for our 
lives is not perfection, but faithfulness. 

 
 DISCUSSION  

1) HEAR - Discern your heart. Consider your mother or a mother figure in your life; what character trait did 
she have that she has imparted to you? When you think about your recent history, do you see the ways 
God is developing character in you? 

2) UNDERSTAND  -  Where have you focused on the external perception of you / your brand and image, 
versus working in earnest on improving and cultivating a godly character? Pastor Hurmon began this 
message by sharing D.L. Moody’s quote, that “character is what we are in the dark.” If your Life Group 
has enough trust, it’s a chance to cast vision that Life Group is a place for all of us to be real with others in 
a safe environment, and we can share what we struggle with “in the dark”. Make sure people feel safe to 
participate at the level they feel comfortable; everyone can hopefully share one character area that they 
are working on, and receive support from the group to keep developing that area with God’s help. 

3) DO - Praise your mother often. Pay tribute to her character, virtues, her work in raising you - and reflect 
on who she has raised you to be. Consider how in your life God has invited you to be a mother or father 
figure to someone else, and pray that God would allow your character growth to make a difference in that 
person’s life. 
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